York University, Department of Economics
AP/ECON 3560 Economic Policy in Developing Countries
Summer 2015

Instructor: Andrea Podhorsky

Course Website: http://dept.econ.yorku.ca/~andrea

Email: andrea@econ.yorku.ca

Office: 1058 Vari Hall

Office Hours: Tuesday, 4:00 — 5:00 pm

Phone: 736-2300 ext. 77030

Class Time and Location: Tuesday and Thursday, 6:00 — 9:00 pm, Rm SLH B

Course Description:

This is a second course in development economics that builds on our knowledge of development
problems facing less developed countries, to understand how policies are formulated and how
effective they are in putting less developed countries on the path of development. We will discuss
the role of state in development policy and some factors that may act as stumbling blocks for the
formulation of right policies and their implementation. In particular, we will study the role of
institutions as deep structural determinants of development and development policies. Additional
topics include globalization, colonialism, microfinance, child labour, fertility, education and
inequality.

Prerequisites: AP/ECON 1000 3.00 and AP/ECON 1010 3.00 or equivalents. Course credit
exclusions: AP/ECON 3569 3.00, AP/PPAS 3569 3.00. PRIOR TO FALL 2009: Course credit
exclusions: AK/ECON 3560 3.00, AS/ECON 3320 3.00, AK/PPAS 3560 3.00.

Required Course Materials:
Text: Development Economics, by Debraj Ray*

Evaluation:

Attendance and Class Participation 10%

Midterm 40% August 4, 2015
Presentation” 25% TBA

Paper” 25%

*Students are required to present and summarize scholarly articles listed on the course syllabus.
The written component will require a critical analysis that assesses the contribution of the paper
to the literature. Each paper will be due 2 weeks after the scheduled presentation.

Important Dates:

Last date to enroll without permission of course instructor July 10, 2015
Last date to enroll with permission of course instructor July 20, 2015
Last date to drop courses without receiving a grade August 10, 2015

Policy on Make-up/Deferred Exams and Assignments:

No permission will be given to a student to write an exam prior to the dates given above. No
make-up exam will be given for the midterm exam. The deferred exam for the final exam will be
granted only for medical reasons. In such cases students should submit a deferred exam
application together with the supporting documents (attending physician’s statement) to the
economics department to my attention. The date and time of the deferred exam will be set at a

! See http://www.econ.nyu.edu/user/debraj
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later date. Students who may require further extensions or accommodation will have to submit a
formal petition to the Faculty.

Important Course Information:

Final course grades given by the instructor will use the standard York grading scale and may
be adjusted to conform to Program or Faculty grades distribution profiles. All students are
expected to familiarize themselves with the following information, available from the York
University website:

* York’s Academic Honesty Policy and Procedures (Academic Integrity Website)

« Ethics Review Process for research involving human participants

« Course requirement accommodation for students with disabilities, including physical,
medical, systemic, learning and psychiatric disabilities

« Student Conduct Standards and Grading/Feedback Policy

« Religious Observance Accommodation

Topics:

July 7 Agriculture, Land and Labor (Ch 11, 12, 13)
July 9 Credit (Ch 14)

July 14 Insurance (Ch 15)

July 16 International Trade (Ch 16, 17)
July 21 Summer break

July 23 Summer break

July 28 Trade Policy (Ch 18)

July 30 Review

August 4 Midterm

August 6 Presentations

August 11 Presentations

August 13 Presentations

August 18 Presentations

August 20 Presentations
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